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It is not that environmental problems exceed 
state borders but that the earth is ontologically 
constituted of territorialized material flows of 
labor and capital traced onto the earth.38 As 
ecosystems slice through sovereign territorial 
geopolitical states and render the borderline 
between humans and nature porous, the space of 
sovereignty can contain the flows of neither 
nature nor capital. An emancipatory politics of 
ecology in turn escapes the space of sovereignty. 

The current ecological crisis could have the effect of expanding both what constitutes an 
environmental claim, and the concept of rights, from the rights to resources, land, culture, and 
commons to multispecies rights; a collective biocentric rights in the web of life. We require a legal 
pluralism that can address the diversity of life forms, cosmologies, and geosocial formations. 
Politicized through social movements and acts of resistance large and small before becoming a part 
of law, such legal pluralism could reflect the examples of international solidarity movements and 
alliances amongst social movements, nongovernmental organizations, trade unions, and Indigenous 
peoples. The successful movements exploit the internal contradictions of capital (unions such as the 
International Dockworkers Council, for example, which uses the infrastructure of global shipping to 
organize its members over long distances into transnational solidarity networks) and mobilize both 
nation-states and juridical power as “guarantors” of these rights, while at the same time recognizing 
that law produces the conditions for environmental violence to take place.39 New instances of 
international law can produce a formal legal recognition of collective rights with nature as a juridical 
subject and place homo economicus on trial, based on the jurisprudence of regional courts and 
tribunals such as the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights, multilateral environmental agreements, and international laws of war, in which the 
space of conflict is also law itself, and law’s scale is made global to meet the challenges of a 
planetary environmental violence.40

I wish to end with a series of questions. How can we better array knowledge with regard to complex 
cases of planetary environmental violence? How can we decenter dominant narratives of social-
natural interaction and replace them with a world-ecological perspective? How to conceive the 
commons through a new kind of geopolitics, a politics with the earth? In the twenty-first century, how 
can we conceive ecologies that extend our biological and geological imagination toward an 
emancipatory legal pluralism under late capitalism? Such appeals entail a recognition of the dynamic, 
contingent, and transversal understanding of environmental violence, where conflict cannot be seen 
as a form of catastrophism but rather as a call to action for justice yet to come. 
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